
Art, Politics  
& Society  

in Russia at the

Turn of  
the Decade

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

By
 p

la
ci

ng
 e

m
er

gi
ng

 ar
tis

ts
 in

 th
ei

r p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 so
ci

al
 co

nt
ex

ts
, t

hi
s c

ol
le

c-
tio

n 
at

te
m

pt
s 

to
 c

on
fr

on
t t

he
 a

ct
iv

is
t s

ce
ne

 th
at

 h
as

 a
ri

se
n 

in
 th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
ar

t w
or

ld
 d

ur
in

g t
he

 p
as

t y
ea

rs
. T

he
 re

ce
nt

 e
xp

lo
si

on
 o

f p
ro

te
st

s i
n 

Ru
ss

ia
—

oft
en

 w
ith

 th
ei

r v
er

y p
ur

po
se

 b
ei

ng
 to

 d
ec

ry
 th

e 
la

ck
 o

f a
rt

is
tic

 fr
ee

do
m

—
is

 
a 

sy
m

pt
om

 o
f a

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l c

ha
ng

e 
in

 cu
ltu

re
 h

er
al

de
d 

by
 V

la
di

m
ir

 P
ut

in
’s 

se
co

nd
 e

le
ct

io
n 

(2
00

7)
. T

hi
s s

hi
ft 

w
as

 p
re

ci
pi

ta
te

d 
by

 th
e 

ch
an

ge
 to

 a
 h

ig
hl

y 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

, 
is

ol
at

ed
 w

or
ld

, 
fin

an
ce

d 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
ol

ig
ar

ch
s.

 I
n 

re
sp

on
se

, t
he

 R
us

si
an

 co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 h
as

 fa
ce

d 
sh

ri
nk

in
g f

re
ed

om
 

ye
t a

n 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

ur
ge

nt
 n

ee
d 

fo
r e

xp
re

ss
io

n.
 W

hi
le

 m
uc

h 
of

 w
ha

t i
s 

em
er

-
gi

ng
 fr

om
 th

e M
os

co
w

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 is
 to

o 
ne

w
 to

 b
e c

om
pl

et
el

y u
nd

er
st

oo
d,

 th
is

 
vo

lu
m

e 
se

ek
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 to
 li

gh
t t

he
 im

po
rt

an
t w

or
k 

of
 R

us
si

an
 a

rt
is

ts
 to

da
y 

an
d 

to
 e

xp
lic

at
e 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t t
ha

t h
as

 g
iv

en
 ri

se
 to

 su
ch

 w
or

k.
 

Po
st

-P
o

st
-S

o
vi

et 
?

Ed
it

ed
 b

y 
M

art
a

 D
zi

ew
ań

sk
a,

 E
ka

te
ri

n
a 

D
eg

o
t 

&
 Il

ya
 B

ud
ra

it
sk

is

Post-Post-
Soviet ?



Art, Politics  
& Society  

in Russia at the

Turn of  
the Decade

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

By
 p

la
ci

ng
 e

m
er

gi
ng

 ar
tis

ts
 in

 th
ei

r p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 so
ci

al
 co

nt
ex

ts
, t

hi
s c

ol
le

c-
tio

n 
at

te
m

pt
s 

to
 c

on
fr

on
t t

he
 a

ct
iv

is
t s

ce
ne

 th
at

 h
as

 a
ri

se
n 

in
 th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
ar

t w
or

ld
 d

ur
in

g t
he

 p
as

t y
ea

rs
. T

he
 re

ce
nt

 e
xp

lo
si

on
 o

f p
ro

te
st

s i
n 

Ru
ss

ia
—

oft
en

 w
ith

 th
ei

r v
er

y p
ur

po
se

 b
ei

ng
 to

 d
ec

ry
 th

e 
la

ck
 o

f a
rt

is
tic

 fr
ee

do
m

—
is

 
a 

sy
m

pt
om

 o
f a

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l c

ha
ng

e 
in

 cu
ltu

re
 h

er
al

de
d 

by
 V

la
di

m
ir

 P
ut

in
’s 

se
co

nd
 e

le
ct

io
n 

(2
00

7)
. T

hi
s s

hi
ft 

w
as

 p
re

ci
pi

ta
te

d 
by

 th
e 

ch
an

ge
 to

 a
 h

ig
hl

y 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

, 
is

ol
at

ed
 w

or
ld

, 
fin

an
ce

d 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
ol

ig
ar

ch
s.

 I
n 

re
sp

on
se

, t
he

 R
us

si
an

 co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 h
as

 fa
ce

d 
sh

ri
nk

in
g f

re
ed

om
 

ye
t a

n 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

ur
ge

nt
 n

ee
d 

fo
r e

xp
re

ss
io

n.
 W

hi
le

 m
uc

h 
of

 w
ha

t i
s 

em
er

-
gi

ng
 fr

om
 th

e M
os

co
w

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 is
 to

o 
ne

w
 to

 b
e c

om
pl

et
el

y u
nd

er
st

oo
d,

 th
is

 
vo

lu
m

e 
se

ek
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 to
 li

gh
t t

he
 im

po
rt

an
t w

or
k 

of
 R

us
si

an
 a

rt
is

ts
 to

da
y 

an
d 

to
 e

xp
lic

at
e 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t t
ha

t h
as

 g
iv

en
 ri

se
 to

 su
ch

 w
or

k.
 

Po
st

-P
o

st
-S

o
vi

et 
?

Ed
it

ed
 b

y 
M

art
a

 D
zi

ew
ań

sk
a,

 E
ka

te
ri

n
a 

D
eg

o
t 

&
 Il

ya
 B

ud
ra

it
sk

is

Post-Post-
Soviet ?



Art, Politics  
& Society  

in Russia at the

Turn of  
the Decade

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

By
 p

la
ci

ng
 e

m
er

gi
ng

 ar
tis

ts
 in

 th
ei

r p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 so
ci

al
 co

nt
ex

ts
, t

hi
s c

ol
le

c-
tio

n 
at

te
m

pt
s 

to
 c

on
fr

on
t t

he
 a

ct
iv

is
t s

ce
ne

 th
at

 h
as

 a
ri

se
n 

in
 th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
ar

t w
or

ld
 d

ur
in

g t
he

 p
as

t y
ea

rs
. T

he
 re

ce
nt

 e
xp

lo
si

on
 o

f p
ro

te
st

s i
n 

Ru
ss

ia
—

oft
en

 w
ith

 th
ei

r v
er

y p
ur

po
se

 b
ei

ng
 to

 d
ec

ry
 th

e 
la

ck
 o

f a
rt

is
tic

 fr
ee

do
m

—
is

 
a 

sy
m

pt
om

 o
f a

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l c

ha
ng

e 
in

 cu
ltu

re
 h

er
al

de
d 

by
 V

la
di

m
ir

 P
ut

in
’s 

se
co

nd
 e

le
ct

io
n 

(2
00

7)
. T

hi
s s

hi
ft 

w
as

 p
re

ci
pi

ta
te

d 
by

 th
e 

ch
an

ge
 to

 a
 h

ig
hl

y 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

, 
is

ol
at

ed
 w

or
ld

, 
fin

an
ce

d 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
ol

ig
ar

ch
s.

 I
n 

re
sp

on
se

, t
he

 R
us

si
an

 co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 h
as

 fa
ce

d 
sh

ri
nk

in
g f

re
ed

om
 

ye
t a

n 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

ur
ge

nt
 n

ee
d 

fo
r e

xp
re

ss
io

n.
 W

hi
le

 m
uc

h 
of

 w
ha

t i
s 

em
er

-
gi

ng
 fr

om
 th

e M
os

co
w

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 is
 to

o 
ne

w
 to

 b
e c

om
pl

et
el

y u
nd

er
st

oo
d,

 th
is

 
vo

lu
m

e 
se

ek
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 to
 li

gh
t t

he
 im

po
rt

an
t w

or
k 

of
 R

us
si

an
 a

rt
is

ts
 to

da
y 

an
d 

to
 e

xp
lic

at
e 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t t
ha

t h
as

 g
iv

en
 ri

se
 to

 su
ch

 w
or

k.
 

Po
st

-P
o

st
-S

o
vi

et 
?

Ed
it

ed
 b

y 
M

art
a

 D
zi

ew
ań

sk
a,

 E
ka

te
ri

n
a 

D
eg

o
t 

&
 Il

ya
 B

ud
ra

it
sk

is

Post-Post-
Soviet ?



Art, Politics  
& Society  

in Russia at the

Turn of  
the Decade

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

By
 p

la
ci

ng
 e

m
er

gi
ng

 ar
tis

ts
 in

 th
ei

r p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 so
ci

al
 co

nt
ex

ts
, t

hi
s c

ol
le

c-
tio

n 
at

te
m

pt
s 

to
 c

on
fr

on
t t

he
 a

ct
iv

is
t s

ce
ne

 th
at

 h
as

 a
ri

se
n 

in
 th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
ar

t w
or

ld
 d

ur
in

g t
he

 p
as

t y
ea

rs
. T

he
 re

ce
nt

 e
xp

lo
si

on
 o

f p
ro

te
st

s i
n 

Ru
ss

ia
—

oft
en

 w
ith

 th
ei

r v
er

y p
ur

po
se

 b
ei

ng
 to

 d
ec

ry
 th

e 
la

ck
 o

f a
rt

is
tic

 fr
ee

do
m

—
is

 
a 

sy
m

pt
om

 o
f a

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l c

ha
ng

e 
in

 cu
ltu

re
 h

er
al

de
d 

by
 V

la
di

m
ir

 P
ut

in
’s 

se
co

nd
 e

le
ct

io
n 

(2
00

7)
. T

hi
s s

hi
ft 

w
as

 p
re

ci
pi

ta
te

d 
by

 th
e 

ch
an

ge
 to

 a
 h

ig
hl

y 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

, 
is

ol
at

ed
 w

or
ld

, 
fin

an
ce

d 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
ol

ig
ar

ch
s.

 I
n 

re
sp

on
se

, t
he

 R
us

si
an

 co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 h
as

 fa
ce

d 
sh

ri
nk

in
g f

re
ed

om
 

ye
t a

n 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

ur
ge

nt
 n

ee
d 

fo
r e

xp
re

ss
io

n.
 W

hi
le

 m
uc

h 
of

 w
ha

t i
s 

em
er

-
gi

ng
 fr

om
 th

e M
os

co
w

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 is
 to

o 
ne

w
 to

 b
e c

om
pl

et
el

y u
nd

er
st

oo
d,

 th
is

 
vo

lu
m

e 
se

ek
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 to
 li

gh
t t

he
 im

po
rt

an
t w

or
k 

of
 R

us
si

an
 a

rt
is

ts
 to

da
y 

an
d 

to
 e

xp
lic

at
e 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t t
ha

t h
as

 g
iv

en
 ri

se
 to

 su
ch

 w
or

k.
 

Po
st

-P
o

st
-S

o
vi

et 
?

Ed
it

ed
 b

y 
M

art
a

 D
zi

ew
ań

sk
a,

 E
ka

te
ri

n
a 

D
eg

o
t 

&
 Il

ya
 B

ud
ra

it
sk

is

Post-Post-
Soviet ?



Art, Politics  
& Society  

in Russia at the

Turn of  
the Decade

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

By
 p

la
ci

ng
 e

m
er

gi
ng

 ar
tis

ts
 in

 th
ei

r p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 so
ci

al
 co

nt
ex

ts
, t

hi
s c

ol
le

c-
tio

n 
at

te
m

pt
s 

to
 c

on
fr

on
t t

he
 a

ct
iv

is
t s

ce
ne

 th
at

 h
as

 a
ri

se
n 

in
 th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
ar

t w
or

ld
 d

ur
in

g t
he

 p
as

t y
ea

rs
. T

he
 re

ce
nt

 e
xp

lo
si

on
 o

f p
ro

te
st

s i
n 

Ru
ss

ia
—

oft
en

 w
ith

 th
ei

r v
er

y p
ur

po
se

 b
ei

ng
 to

 d
ec

ry
 th

e 
la

ck
 o

f a
rt

is
tic

 fr
ee

do
m

—
is

 
a 

sy
m

pt
om

 o
f a

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l c

ha
ng

e 
in

 cu
ltu

re
 h

er
al

de
d 

by
 V

la
di

m
ir

 P
ut

in
’s 

se
co

nd
 e

le
ct

io
n 

(2
00

7)
. T

hi
s s

hi
ft 

w
as

 p
re

ci
pi

ta
te

d 
by

 th
e 

ch
an

ge
 to

 a
 h

ig
hl

y 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

, 
is

ol
at

ed
 w

or
ld

, 
fin

an
ce

d 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
ol

ig
ar

ch
s.

 I
n 

re
sp

on
se

, t
he

 R
us

si
an

 co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 h
as

 fa
ce

d 
sh

ri
nk

in
g f

re
ed

om
 

ye
t a

n 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

ur
ge

nt
 n

ee
d 

fo
r e

xp
re

ss
io

n.
 W

hi
le

 m
uc

h 
of

 w
ha

t i
s 

em
er

-
gi

ng
 fr

om
 th

e M
os

co
w

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 is
 to

o 
ne

w
 to

 b
e c

om
pl

et
el

y u
nd

er
st

oo
d,

 th
is

 
vo

lu
m

e 
se

ek
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 to
 li

gh
t t

he
 im

po
rt

an
t w

or
k 

of
 R

us
si

an
 a

rt
is

ts
 to

da
y 

an
d 

to
 e

xp
lic

at
e 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t t
ha

t h
as

 g
iv

en
 ri

se
 to

 su
ch

 w
or

k.
 

Po
st

-P
o

st
-S

o
vi

et 
?

Ed
it

ed
 b

y 
M

art
a

 D
zi

ew
ań

sk
a,

 E
ka

te
ri

n
a 

D
eg

o
t 

&
 Il

ya
 B

ud
ra

it
sk

is

Post-Post-
Soviet ?



Art, Politics  
& Society  

in Russia at the

Turn of  
the Decade

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

BOOKS
N°7

By
 p

la
ci

ng
 e

m
er

gi
ng

 ar
tis

ts
 in

 th
ei

r p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 so
ci

al
 co

nt
ex

ts
, t

hi
s c

ol
le

c-
tio

n 
at

te
m

pt
s 

to
 c

on
fr

on
t t

he
 a

ct
iv

is
t s

ce
ne

 th
at

 h
as

 a
ri

se
n 

in
 th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
ar

t w
or

ld
 d

ur
in

g t
he

 p
as

t y
ea

rs
. T

he
 re

ce
nt

 e
xp

lo
si

on
 o

f p
ro

te
st

s i
n 

Ru
ss

ia
—

oft
en

 w
ith

 th
ei

r v
er

y p
ur

po
se

 b
ei

ng
 to

 d
ec

ry
 th

e 
la

ck
 o

f a
rt

is
tic

 fr
ee

do
m

—
is

 
a 

sy
m

pt
om

 o
f a

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l c

ha
ng

e 
in

 cu
ltu

re
 h

er
al

de
d 

by
 V

la
di

m
ir

 P
ut

in
’s 

se
co

nd
 e

le
ct

io
n 

(2
00

7)
. T

hi
s s

hi
ft 

w
as

 p
re

ci
pi

ta
te

d 
by

 th
e 

ch
an

ge
 to

 a
 h

ig
hl

y 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

, 
is

ol
at

ed
 w

or
ld

, 
fin

an
ce

d 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y 
ol

ig
ar

ch
s.

 I
n 

re
sp

on
se

, t
he

 R
us

si
an

 co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 h
as

 fa
ce

d 
sh

ri
nk

in
g f

re
ed

om
 

ye
t a

n 
ev

en
 m

or
e 

ur
ge

nt
 n

ee
d 

fo
r e

xp
re

ss
io

n.
 W

hi
le

 m
uc

h 
of

 w
ha

t i
s 

em
er

-
gi

ng
 fr

om
 th

e M
os

co
w

 ar
t s

ce
ne

 is
 to

o 
ne

w
 to

 b
e c

om
pl

et
el

y u
nd

er
st

oo
d,

 th
is

 
vo

lu
m

e 
se

ek
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 to
 li

gh
t t

he
 im

po
rt

an
t w

or
k 

of
 R

us
si

an
 a

rt
is

ts
 to

da
y 

an
d 

to
 e

xp
lic

at
e 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 e
nv

ir
on

m
en

t t
ha

t h
as

 g
iv

en
 ri

se
 to

 su
ch

 w
or

k.
 

Po
st

-P
o

st
-S

o
vi

et 
?

Ed
it

ed
 b

y 
M

art
a

 D
zi

ew
ań

sk
a,

 E
ka

te
ri

n
a 

D
eg

o
t 

&
 Il

ya
 B

ud
ra

it
sk

is

Post-Post-
Soviet ?


